Disease transmission:
Read the first Chapter in The Coming Plague, ‘Machupo’.  Type responses on a separate word document.
You have read ‘Machupo’ which a new disease was characterized in just 18 months, a rare feat in epidemiology. The mode of transmission remained elusive for a long time.  It was finally discovered by Karl Johnson and Pat Webb near the end of their investigation:
1.   What was the mode of transmission of the Machupo virus?

2. What was the ‘solution’ Karl brought back to the Kun people to end the epidemic?

Upon reading about other epidemic diseases, one can only wish that all diseases could be dealt with so easily!

3.  Research and describe other modes of transmission of infectious agents (virus, bacteria, invertebrate/parasite, fungus or prion) and give an example of an organism/infectious agent that uses each. Include the means of transmission as well as the port of entry into a human.  Discuss at least 5 different agents.
4. After reading the chapter, what are some of the characteristics, besides being a good scientist, necessary to accomplish field work on an infectious disease in a foreign country, especially a third world country?

5. What are some of the risks/sacrifices such a field worker must make?…This may seem obvious, but should never be taken lightly.  
