Honors Biology – 2009-2010



Mrs. Slaughter 
312-5846
  

dslaughter@new-fairfield.k12.ct.us







dana99usa@gmail.com
Office Hours: by appointment


Website:  dslaughter.weebly.com

New Fairfield High School


Mission:  New Fairfield High School strives to provide a safe educational environment in which all students acquire the knowledge and skills to become lifelong learners and responsible citizens within a diverse society and changing world.

Course overview:


The overall goals of this course are for students to develop an understanding of and appreciation for the study of life from the molecular level up to its higher levels of organization, and  to apply the scientific method to laboratory and real-world situations. Students study a broad range of topics to provide them with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge and analytical skills needed to understand this rapidly changing in the field of Biology including the following: 

· To illustrate the concept that the cell is the structural and functional unit behind all living organisms. 

· To demonstrate the diversity of life yet support the concepts behind the unity within all living organisms.

· To encourage an understanding of living organisms as a series of interrelated homeostatic processes designed to maintain a stable internal environment. 

· To promote life forms as ever changing due to the selective pressures of their surroundings. 

Expectations of an active learner:

  An active learner 

· attends every class and on time 

· comes prepared daily with all required materials

· takes class notes

· participates in class discussions

· seeks extra help when necessary

· uses the ten-minute break appropriately to take care of personal needs

· adheres to the make-up policy

Grading criteria::

Each assignment will be evaluated using a point system. Each grade is found by dividing the total number of points earned by the student by the total number of points possible. The grade will be weighted according to the following: 

1. Homework and Classwork: 20% 

Includes homework assignments, quizzes, online assignments, and short answer exam section

2. Tests and Quizzes: 40% 

Includes quizzes, open-ended and essay exam section, response papers, and presentation problems. 

3. Laboratory and Projects 40%
Includes laboratory reports, and projects assigned



Required materials:

· Concepts & Connections textbook – Should be covered to protect the cover, these are expensive books, please treat them well.  You may leave them at home unless otherwise specified.
· 3-Ring Binder for note-taking and handouts.

· Section of class notebook for lab work

· Pens, pencils, calculator, agenda book and hilighters &/or colored pencils

· Thumb Drive - optional
· Mini -Stapler

Course Requirements:

· Take detailed notes on the topics discussed in class.  It is very important to keep these notes organized because you will use them to study for quizzes, tests, and exams.  

· Read the chapters in your textbook that correspond to the concepts being discussed in class.  We will move at a rapid pace as we cover material. Reading the chapter will give you both a preview and review of the concepts.  This will be your responsibility, as I will not assign daily readings.

· Successfully complete quizzes and tests that are given throughout the course.  There will also be a mid-term covering information from the first two quarters and a final examination covering information from the last two quarters.

· Complete laboratory work and formal laboratory reports throughout the course.  During laboratory activities we will be working with living organisms, chemicals, and expensive equipment; therefore, immature behavior will not be tolerated.  It is imperative that you conduct yourself in a focused, mature manner during these activities so that all students are safe and you acquire an understanding of the concept being studied.  

· Arrive to class on time and prepared.  Two unexcused tardies will result in an afterschool detention from me.  Many important announcements and instructions are given at the beginning of class.  The attendance policy found in the handbook will be followed.

Make-up work:

· Attend class regularly and on time.  Material will be covered at a rapid pace; therefore, the you will miss a lot of material when you are not present.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain this information and any instructional materials that were provided.  Assignments that were due the date of an absence, including tests, are due upon the student’s return.  

· There are always unexpected circumstances that arise, so if there is any problem, please see me to work out a schedule for makeup work , especially if you are absent for any length of time.  

· Laboratory reports and long-term assignments that are handed in late not due to absence will be deducted 10 points for each day late.  After the 10-day period the assignment will be given a zero.  

· Homework will be accepted one day late for half credit unless it has been reviewed in class; however; after that will be given a zero.  

Extra Help: 

If at any point in time you have questions or are having difficulty please see me.  I am available for extra-help most days after school and possibly during your study.  You can always e-mail me if you are having trouble with homework assignments or are unable to meet with me at school.  The first 5 minutes during class when a lab is due is not the time to ask me questions(!  Plan ahead. Tutoring can also be scheduled through the National Honor Society.  It is important to me that each of you reaches the goals that you set for yourself in our class.
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