Global Climate Change Webquest – Getting started of Final exam research:  Go to:

http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078664233/student_view0/unit7/webquest_projects_1.html
I have copied the questions you will answer below.  Use the links ( not all of them work ) to access information .  For CO2 data and information on global climate change indicators and effects => search the NOAA website:  http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/indicators/
Type you answers in complete sentences.  Note that many of the questions have several PARTS!

Questions about Global Climate Change
1. The greenhouse effect is a natural atmospheric process that has a tremendous impact on Earth. Describe this process, including what causes it, the factors that influence it, and how it affects Earth.

2. Identify the major greenhouse gases found in Earth's atmosphere.

3. While the term greenhouse effect often has a negative connotation when used in the media, the process is crucial to life on Earth. Explain why.

4. Compare the levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide just prior to the beginning of the industrial age in the mid-1700s and in 2004.

5. Changes in the concentration of greenhouse gases can cause changes in Earth's average surface temperature. What other natural factors or events also can cause long-term changes in surface temperature?

6. How long have consistent weather measurements been collected and recorded throughout the United States?

7. Atmospheric composition and conditions are different today than at other times in Earth's history. What types of things do scientists examine to learn what the atmosphere was like hundreds, thousands, or even hundreds of thousands of years in the past? Specifically, explain how a history of climate can be reconstructed from an ice core.

8. Analysis of air pockets in glacial ice show that an abrupt climate change took place about 12,000 years ago. The discovery of this period, named Younger Dryas, has changed scientific thinking about the length of time required for global climate change. Describe the Younger Dryas period, including how it could be related to a past global warming trend.

