Anaylsis Questions for STS: Energy Consumption in CT

1. Created a chart that organizes the energy types into renewable and nonrenewable sources. 

2. Which energy source is being consumed the most of the time frame (1960 – 2001)?

3. List at least 3 uses of petroleum that would account for such a high usage?

4. What are the top 3 forms of energy used in 1960? 1990? 
5. In what years was nuclear power not used in CT? Why?
6. “For many years, nuclear power from Waterford’s Millstone nuclear plant accounted for more than one-half of Connecticut’s electricity production. However, nuclear power lost some of its dominance in the late 1990s as one of Millstone’s three reactors was permanently taken offline.”  http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/state/state_energy_profiles.cfm?sid=CT
a.What data can you find to support this statement?

b. Why do you think the reactor was taken offline?

 7. What has been the trend in overall energy consumption in CT and provide at least one reason for this trend?

8. Why are all energy sources graphed as BTU’s? (British Thermal Units)?

9. Your task is to choose one of the fuel sources to research(coal, natural gas, nuclear, hydroelectric or waste). Then you will write 2 paragraphs describing 

a. The past and future trend of this particular energy as it is illustrated on the graph (increasing or decreasing).  
b. Advantages and disadvantages of this particular energy trend. Does this trend support Connecticut’s initiative to significantly decrease the use of nonrenewable resources by the year 2010? 

